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Escape to the

Welcome

to the Gympie region!

Coast

The Cooloola Coast is ideal for seafood lovers; if you love freshly caught fish or shucked
oysters, come and taste what the coast has to offer. Visit sandy beaches, winding coastlines
and bays that are a magnet for dolphins, whales and all manner of sea life.
Gympie’s difference is its people. Real, caring and welcoming people. During your stay,

Tin Can Bay is a small fishing community that hosts a range of family friendly activities.

you’ll experience what life is like in our region. You’ll experience quality food in an

Whether it’s fishing, sailing, kayaking or feeding dolphins, this easy-going town is a must visit.

environment that makes you feel at home.

Nestled between the southern end of K’gari (Fraser Island) and the Coral Sea are the

We are lucky to have a combination of every landscape here; sure we don’t have a desert,

colourful sands of Rainbow Beach. An idyllic spot for beach goers, this little

but we have the Carlo Sandblow at Rainbow Beach. We have the rolling hills and beautiful

town embraces all holiday styles from laid-back to adventure

greenery of the Mary Valley, and the easy-going country hospitality of the western towns.

packed and everything in between.

Regardless of where you go, our region is consistent; we are driven by quality, our products
are made with love and we care. I couldn’t think of a better place to live.
What better way to introduce newcomers and visitors to the beauty of our region than
by showcasing its produce? Forage Gympie Region is a true farm-to-fork experience
that supports the outstanding primary
producers of our region. With experiences
from all corners of our vast region, you’ll
enjoy the flavours from country to coast.
Forage Gympie Region is a partnership
between Gympie Regional Council and the
producers, farm shops, restaurants and
local businesses of our region.
With a month full of great experiences, I
hope you enjoy your stay in our part of the
world.
Mayor Glen Hartwig
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Cooloola Farmers Trail
Saturday 1 and Sunday 2 May

The Cooloola Farmers represent quality small-scale farms in the Cooloola region, committed
to sustainable food production and nurturing a local and seasonal food culture. Each farm
offers a unique experience.
Cost:

Free

Time:

9:00am to 4:00pm

Where:

Cooloola Berries, 856 Tagigan Road, Wolvi. 5486 7512 or www.cooloolaberries.com.au
Kin Kin School Kitchen Garden, 26-32 Main Street, Kin Kin. 5485 4168 or
www.kinkinss.eq.edu.au
Noosa Black Coffee, Kin Kin. 5485 4638 or www.noosablack.com
Purity Essential Oils, 428 Tagigan Road, Wolvi. 0408 910 420 or
www.purityessentialoils.com.au
Lindols Macadamias, 1565 Tin Can Bay Road, Goomborian. www.lindols.com.au
Rossmount Nursery and Rural Retreat, 26 Burns Road, Ross Creek. 0423 775 401

Booking:

Phone 0400 331 216 or visit Cooloola Farm Trail on Facebook. Bus groups are at
the discretion of each farm; contact them directly for bookings.

Information: Each farm can be contacted individually for more information.

The Rattler Tasting Train

Please wear closed in shoes, bring a hat and sunscreen, and respect
the family farm you visit.

Every Thursday

Celebrate all that our region has to offer on our historic rail motor experience on the RM76
Railmotor. Enjoy an on-board tasting plate and lunch at the Historic Gympie Station featuring
a local seasonal menu and a beverage of your choice.
Cost:

$125 per person

Time:

10:00am to 1:30pm

Where:

Historic Gympie Station, Tozer Street, Gympie

Booking:

Visit www.maryvalleyrattler.com.au. Bookings essential.

Information: Visit www.maryvalleyrattler.com.au for more information.
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6th Annual Big Rosella Festival
Saturday 1 and Sunday 2 May

It’s that time of year again when the Petersen’s Farm in Woolooga, north-west of Gympie
celebrates “all things Rosella” at the 6th Annual Big Rosella Festival. Husband and wife team
CC and Greg Petersen started the festival in 2016 as a way of educating the public about
Rosellas, and support the local community. Known as the only commercial grower in Australia,
they have over 2,500 Rosella bushes planted. Welcoming the public to the farm means they
can share their passion and knowledge for not just farming, but for the versatile and tasty
Rosella. Check out CC’s complete Rosella range featuring more than 30 products from jams, to
chutneys, cordial and syrups. With chef’s cooking demonstrations, farm tours and talks, music,
local food, market, craft and producers stalls, raffles, Rosella-themed games and kids activities,
there really is something for everyone.

Mary Valley GourMAY Degustation

Saturday 1 May

$90 per person

Time:

6:00pm to 10:30pm

Where:

4 Bowling Club Road,
Kandanga

Booking:

Visit www.kandangacountry
club.com.au

Time:

9:00am to 3:00pm

Where:

Petersen’s Farm, 2 Reilly Road, Woolooga

Booking:

Limited tickets, booking is essential via
For group bookings, email cc@ccskitchen.com.au

Information: Visit www.ccskitchen.com.au, email cc@ccskitchen.com.au, or

featuring local produce presented by Chef
Cost:

$10 per person, kids under 12 FREE

www.ccskitchen.com.au

Dining degustation of 7 delectable courses
Aanat paired with 7 Berton Wines.

Cost:

phone 0411 624 648.

MENU

Closed in shoes and hats. Family friendly event.
No smoking and no pets allowed on the premises.

Cod Fritters served with Aanat Tartare Sauce
and Preserved Lemon
Salad of Grilled Prawns with Papaya
and Avocado Salsa and Tomatoes Coulis
Free Range Chicken Roulade, Polenta Chips,
Orange and Cauliflower Puree & Chicken Jus
Slow Cooked Lamb Shawarma Pastilla,
Ratatouille Niçoise, and Ginger
and Lemon Confit Sauce
Beef Tournedos, Potatoes Dauphinoise
and Sauce Bordelaise
Profiteroles Glace and Chocolate Sauce

4

Kenilworth Cheese Board
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Discover the
West & Valley
The west is truly an experience with wide open spaces, rolling hills and uninterrupted deep
blue skies. Rich in history, this part of the region is famous for its mining past, agriculture
and ‘relaxed old world charm’. The west includes the communities of Goomeri and Kilkivan.
A 10 minute drive from Goomeri takes you to the natural rock pools and trickling cascades of
Kinbombi Falls. The region also hosts a range of stunning natural trails, museums, a historic
chimney stack and a quirky festival about pumpkins – what else is there to love?
Named after the Mary River, the Mary Valley is famous for its stunning landscape and variety
of nature based activities. During your stay you will find local markets, farm stores, hiking
trails, water sports, delightful cafes and one-of-a-kind experiences like the Mary Valley Rattler.
Renowned for some of Queensland’s best produce, the fertile lands of the Mary Valley yield a
harvest of fine foods. Best experienced at a leisurely pace, no stay is complete without a visit
to the many quaint villages that make up the Mary Valley.

Paella in the Paddock
Every Sunday

Gather friends and family, take a country drive and join us for our Paella Sunday with live
music at Cooloola Berries. The chicken chorizo paella (GF) features locally produced chorizo.
A full cafe menu is also available. Try our locally grown food, delicious ciders, lemonades and
craft beer. Experience the flavours of our yummy pancakes, waffles and scones topped with
our jam and handcrafted ice-cream. Cooloola Berries is en route to Rainbow Beach and
Tin Can Bay so it’s a great place to stop in if you’re heading out for a day trip.
Cost:

$16 per plate or meal package for $59

Time:

1:00pm to 4:00pm

Where:

Cooloola Berries, 856 Tagigan Road, Wolvi.
Phone 5486 7512 or www.cooloolaberries.com.au

Booking:

Online package bookings available at www.cooloolaberries.com.au.
Payment can be made on the day, phone 5486 7512 for reservations.
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Send us a message via Facebook or email hello@cooloolaberries.com.au
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Mother’s Day High Tea
at the Historic Gympie Station
Sunday 9 May

Spoil Mum on Mother’s Day with a fabulous high tea, including barista made coffee or tea,
glass of bubbles, ribbon sandwiches, smoked salmon and cream cheese blini, and a selection
of station made sweets.
Cost:

$49 per person

Time:

11:00am to 12:30pm

Where:

Historic Gympie Station, Tozer Street, Gympie

Booking:

Visit www.maryvalleyrattler.com.au. Bookings essential.

Information: Visit www.maryvalleyrattler.com.au.

Forage Farms Farm Tour

Saturday 8 May

Come and meet the Forage Farms team and take a tour around the farm. Owners Stuart and
Megan, along with their boys Hamish and Lachlan, will guide you around their beautiful and
productive farm. Learn about their regenerative farming philosophy from third generation
regenerative farmers. See the chickens, pigs, sheep, cattle and Maremma dogs in action.
Discover the difference between pastured produce and free-range. Forage Farms ethically
produces eggs, pork, lamb and chicken creating a new paddock to plate experience.
Cost:

Free

Time:

9:00am to 11:00am

Where:

87 Mullaly Road, Kybong

Information: Visit www.foragefarms.com.au
Make sure you bring comfortable walking shoes and a hat;
an umbrella, rain jacket and gum boots if weather is wet;
a water bottle; an esky to purchase some of our delicious
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eggs, lamb and chicken along with our award-winning pork
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GYMPIE SHOW
13-15 May 2021

Come along to our local show and enjoy thrilling rides in sideshow
alley, marvel at the tractors, trucks, cars and farming equipment on
display in Machinery Alley and get close and personal with the
animals in the animal nursery. Be amazed by show jumping, barrel
racing, bull riding, cattle judging and more in the Main and Rodeo
Arenas. Embrace the creative side of our community at
the pavilion and don’t forget to grab a show bag!

New Moon Dinner
Friday 14 May

The new moon is the start of a new phase and what better way to start than with a meal
celebrating fresh local produce and the pleasure that comes from coming together to eat.
Drinks available for purchase on the night.
Our new moon dinners are a shared set menu featuring seasonal local produce. We also have
a local produce inspired cocktail list!
Cost:

$39 per person

Time:

6:00pm to 8:45pm

Where:

93 Main Street, Kandanga

Booking:		Visit kandangafarmstore.com.au for bookings or phone 5484 3771.
Payment for dinner due upon booking.
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Fermenting and Gut Health

Wednesday 19 May

Join nutritionist, farmer and passionate fermenter Victoria Kane for a hands-on workshop
on fermentation. Learn about the health benefits of incorporating fermented foods into your
diet, plus the do’s and don’ts of home fermentation. The day includes lunch (with ferments of
course!) and a take-home jar to kick-start your own fermenting journey.
Cost:

$75 per person

Time:

10:30am to 12:30pm

Where:

93 Main Street, Kandanga

Booking:		Visit kandangafarmstore.com.au for bookings or phone 5484 3771.
Spaces are limited so please reserve your spot soon.
Information: Wear comfortable, closed in footwear
as you will be in a commercial
kitchen environment.

Taste of the Mary Valley
Saturday 22 May

Join us for a relaxed evening in Amamoor sampling the many flavours of the Mary Valley
and Gympie region. Enjoy a relaxed food service with multi-course, individual hot and cold
tasting plates; informal seating outdoors at tables or on hay bales by a fire pit under the
night sky* with BYO drinks.
By the end of the evening you’ll have met new friends, filled your tummy and gained an
appreciation for the range of produce grown across the region. Bring your appetite, a friend
(singles welcome) and your favourite wine/beer or ….!
Cost:

$69 per person

Time:

5:00pm to 9:00pm

Where:

Amamoor Lodge, 368 Kandanga Amamoor Road, Amamoor

Booking:

Phone 0405 105 702 or email stay@amamoorlodge.com.au.
Bookings essential.

Information: *In the case of wet weather, the event will take place in the lodge
in front of a log fire. Accommodation available.
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Embrace the

Baupal Park Farm Tour

City

Nestled in the heart of the region is the city of Gympie. Often referred to as the “town
that saved Queensland”, this early gold mining town boasts a rich mining history.
Wander down Mary Street and you’ll discover beautiful heritage architecture like no
other. After gold was discovered in 1867, Mary Street was the original site for the
prospectors’ tents along the digging bank. As time went on, the street developed into a
picturesque shopping and café strip.
Take a step back in time at one of Gympie’s museums. Be fascinated by the early history
of Gympie at the Gympie Gold Museum and explore the fascinating pioneering tools and
equipment at Gympie’s Woodworks Museum. During your stay, make sure to check out
the Mary Valley Rattler and historic train station.

Sunday 23 May

Baupal Park Farm is an organic macadamia farm situated in Chatsworth. Established in 2018,
it has grown in reputation to produce delicious value-add products from its macadamia
and organic vegetable crops. The farm is unique in its approach to utilising natural microbe
cultures to improve yields. Come and visit this unique property, take a tour and learn about
natural farming.
Cost:

$10 per person

Time:

Gates open at 10:00am with the farm tour from 11:00am

Where:

14 Meadows Lane, Chatsworth

Booking:

Visit www.baupalparkfarm.com.au. Maximum of 10 people per group.

Information: Covered shoes mandatory. Sun hats recommended.

With so much to do, make sure you leave enough time to enjoy a coffee, cake or a meal
in one of Gympie’s many fantastic cafes and restaurants.
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GOOMERI
PUMPKIN FESTIVAL

Friday Long Lunch
Friday 28 May

Join us for a relaxed 2 course lunch where everything you eat is local. Learn about the

27-30 May 2021

producers in the Mary Valley while you eat the fruits of their labour! At the Kandanga Farm

Celebra�ng its 25th birthday, the Goomeri Pumpkin Fes�val is
one of the quirkiest fes�vals in Queensland. Located west of
Gympie, this four-day fes�val grows the small town of Goomeri
– a popula�on of 650 – to well over 18,000!

producers who farm this way.

Dedicated to all things pumpkin, this fes�val showcases
a variety of stallholders, food vans, ar�sts, celebrated chefs
and the unmissable Great Australian Pumpkin Roll™ down
Policeman’s Hill. You’ll be entertained from dawn to dusk.

Where:

93 Main Street, Kandanga

Booking:

Visit kandangafarmstore.com.au for bookings or phone 5484 3771.

Store we focus on organic and regenerative farming and we love to showcase our local
Cost: 		$39 per person
Time: 		11:30am to 2:15pm

Bookings are essential. Payment due on booking.

So come along and enjoy the country hospitality
with a quirky spin! For more informa�on,
visit goomeripumpkinfes�val.com.au
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Farm Shops and Local Produce Suppliers
Bunya Grove Produce
Pastured free range chicken, pork, beef, eggs and
persimmon orchard.
Open Saturdays 9:00am to 12:00pm
255 Amamoor Creek Road Amamoor
0400 778 160 | www.bunyagroveproduce.com.au

Gingers Farm Fresh
Locally sourced fresh fruit and vegetables.
Open Monday to Friday 7:00am to 5:30pm,
Saturday 7:00am to 1:30pm
42 Apollonian Vale, Gympie
5482 1530 | www.facebook.com/gingersfarmfresh

Cooloola Berries
Family owned and run berry farm, pick your own, on farm
store and café.
Open daily 8:00am to 5:00pm
856 Tagigan Road, Wolvi
5486 7512 | www.cooloolaberries.com.au

Forage Farms
Regenerative family farm producing pastured free range
eggs, pork and lamb.
Open by appointment
5483 5429 | www.foragefarms.com.au

Dagun Growers Market
Fresh-picked, seasonal fruit and vegetables all from
within a 70km radius. Chemical-free and ‘CareFarmed’
produce.
Open Saturdays from 3:00pm
Dagun Railway Station, Dagun
0459 225 399
www.facebook.com/dagungrowersmarket

Grazing in Goomeri: Dinner Under the Stars

Saturday 29 May

Join us for a night of gastronomic food experiences, celebrating everything we value about
living in the bush. Enjoy food from local producers, prepared by local catering company
Beauty & the Beard Eats and Events, and experience the beauty and history of our local
“Boonara Homestead”. Bar available, hosting local wineries.
Cost: 		$95 per person
Time: 		5:00pm to 9:00pm
Where: 		Boonara Homestead, Burnett Highway, Boonara.
Free shuttle bus to and from the venue, departing from central Goomeri.
Parking is not available at the venue.
Booking:		Visit www.goomeripumpkinfestival.com.au. On sale until sold out.
No individual tables, this is a long table event.
Information: 		Comfortable footwear is advised; we will be on a grassed surface.
It could be chilly this time of year, so be prepared.
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Show us your best country gear!!

Dingo Creek Vineyard
Cellar door set on vineyard growing Chardonnay, Cabernet
Sauvignon, Sauvignon Blanc and Merlot.
Open Friday to Saturday 11:00am to 5:00pm
265 Tandur-Traveston Road, Traveston
0438 851 732 | www.facebook.com/dingocreek
Farmer and Sun
Family owned and operated fresh food marketplace and
gourmet café.
Shop – Monday to Friday 8:00am to 6:00pm,
Saturday 8:00am to 5:00pm,
Sunday 9:00am to 1:00pm.
Café – Monday to Saturday 7:00am to 2:00pm,
Sunday 8:00am to 12:00pm.
Southside Town Centre, 1-5 Woolgar Road, Gympie
5481 2055 | www.farmerandsun.com.au
Kandanga Farm Store and Café
Locally grown produce available in store, café features
seasonal local produce.
Open Monday to Friday 9:00am to 4:00pm,
Saturday and Sunday 8:00am to 2:00pm
93 Main Street, Kandanga
5484 3771 | www.kandangafarmstore.com.au

Lee Fishing Company
Catching, processing and marketing of quality seafood
with retail outlet.
Open daily 8:00am to 4:30pm
7 Esplanade, Tin Can Bay
5486 4137 | www.leefish.com.au
Lindols Macadamias
Family owned and run macadamia orchard and farm store
café.
Open Thursday to Saturday 8:30am to 3:00pm
1565 Tin Can Bay Road, Goomboorian
0413 197 781 | www.lindols.com.au
Mary Valley Rattler
Rusty Rails Café and gift shop supplying locally sourced
products.
Café open daily 8:00am to 3:00pm,
gift shop open daily 9:00am to 2:00pm
Historic Gympie Station, Tozer Street, Gympie
5482 2750 | www.maryvalleyrattler.com.au
Mary Valley Smallgoods
Fresh meat and smallgoods produced on site.
Open Wednesday to Friday 9:00am to 4:00pm,
Saturday 9:00am to 12:00pm
8 Jubilee Road, Carters Ridge
5447 9082 | www.maryvalleysmallgoods.com.au
Petersen’s Farm
Specialised crops such as rosella, cape gooseberry, red
bora beans and more. Home of CC’s Kitchen, producing
chutneys and preserves on site.
Open daily 6:30am to 5:00pm
2 Reilly Road, Woolooga
0411 624 648 | www.facebook.com/petersensfarm

19

Forage Gympie Region is a whole month dedicated
to celebrating local produce, producers and food.
Look out for special Forage menu items at
restaurants and cafes throughout the Gympie
region.

Visit visitgympieregion.com.au or phone 1300 307 800 for
more information about events and activities during Forage
Gympie Region.
The information in this guide was correct at the time of printing.
While all care is taken to publish accurate information, Gympie
Regional Council accepts no liability for errors or changes to events or
activities. Remember to check visitgympieregion.com.au for the most
up to date information and special events, or find Gympie Regional
Council on Facebook.
facebook.com/GympieRegionalCouncil
instagram.com/GYMPIEREGIONALCOUNCIL

gympie.qld.gov.au

